CHAPTER VIII
THE TANGLED MESS
FAR back in 1652 a handful of emigrants from
Holland settled in South Africa, and later in
the same century they were joined by Hugue-
nots who fled from France after the Revoca-
tion of the Edict of Nantes. From this sturdy
Puritan stock there sprang and multiplied a
race of yeoman farmers, the Boers, Like the
pioneers of America who crossed the Alle-
ghanies to thrust out the Indians, they spread
gradually to the north and east, driving the
savage tribes before them. At first the govern-
ment was in the hands of a company of Am-
sterdam merchants, who had found at Cape
Town a useful port of call for ships trading with
the East Then the colony was recognized as
belonging to Holland until after the Napoleonic
Wars, when it passed into the possession of
England. The population, however, remained
Dutch in blood and tradition, and the Boers
resented what they considered the harsh juris-
diction of British governors. Hoping to escape
to places where they would be allowed to
govern themselves they started the Great Trek
northwards in 1836 and founded the Orange
River Free State and South African Republic
of the Transvaal. In the long train of waggons
which toiled painfully across the veldt was a lad
called Paul Kruger.